
 

          

Dear Representative Lenihan, Senator Anwar, Representative Welander, Senator 

Kelly, Representative Dauphinais and honorable committee members. 

 

My name is Peter Zera.  I am a career EMS professional and a National 

Representative for the International Association of EMTs and Paramedics (IAEP). 

 

IAEP in Connecticut represents over 1,200 EMS professionals. 

 

Today, I am here to testify in support of Raised Bill 5154.  Albeit with a small 

modification in mind. 

 

Raise Bill 5154 would permit law enforcement personnel to distribute materials 

and resources to crime victims and children.  These materials and resources would 

aid in delivering much needed mental health services to this vulnerable 

population.    We feel the scope of public safety personnel in the bill should be 

expanded to include EMS professionals. 

 

As EMTs and Paramedics, we frequently see and encounter children and crime 

victims.  In many cases, our role as medical service provider puts us in a unique 

position to identify and assist vulnerable populations in seeking follow up 

treatment and services.  Simply put, we feel that expanding the scope of Raised 

Bill 5154 would only assist in achieving the intent of the legislation which is to 

address the growing mental health challenges among children and victims of 

crime. 

 

We ask that EMS providers be included in the language of this bill and we look 

forward to helping this committee pass this noble concept and effort. 

 

I will take any questions the committee has at this time. 

 

Thank you. 
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